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Total Signature of marker 

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU WRITE THE ANSWER TO ALL OF THE 

QUESTIONS IN THIS EXAM IN THE ATTACHED ANSWER GRID.  PUT A CROSS 

IN THE APPROPRIATE BOX.  CHOOSE ONLY ONE ANSWER FOR EACH 

QUESTION. 

   A           B           C           D 

   

 

 

 

PART ONE – GRAMMAR (Total: 15 points) 

Choose the answer which best fits the sentence. 

                                                          
1. I wish today ____ Sunday. 

   A. would be       B. be       C. will be       D. was 

 

2. They arrived ___ New York ____ sunset. 

    A. at; to       B. to; in       C. in; at       D. to; at  

 

3. Shut the door, ____ you? 

   A. may       B. do       C. will       D. don’t  

 

4. When Petra came home, her husband ______ her. 

    A. had been expecting       B. was expecting       C. would be expecting       D. expected  

 

5. Phil: I don’t like soup. 

    Meg: _______ 

    A. Me neither.       B. Me nor.       C. I don’t       D. Neither I do. 

 

6. He’ll wait till we _____ this work. 

    A. had finished       B. are going to finish       C. will finish       D. finish 

 

7. Next year, he’d like to go to ___ Great Salt Lake and to ____ Shetlands. 

    A. --; the       B. --;--       C. the; the       D. a;-- 

 

8. Did you notice Jim _____ the house? 

    A. to leave       B. leave       C. having left       D. be leaving 

 

9. If you ____ your socks up, I’m sure you will pass your exams. 

    A. would pull       B. pull       C. had pulled       D. will pull   

 

10. I was out of breath because I ______. 

     A. had been running       B. have been running       C. had run       D. ran  

 

 

 

 



 2 

11. I saw a girl ___ hair came down to her waist. 

     A. whom       B. who’s       C. which       D. whose 

 

12. I want to stay ____ three weeks. 

     A. other       B. others       C. another       D. the others 

 

13. Kate is late again. She ____ overslept. 

     A. must have       B. shan’t have       C. ought to have       D. might not have  

 

14. What _____ the change in his attitude? 

     A. brought out       B. brought about       C. did lead to       D. came up to 

 

15. ____ his age, he still travels a lot. 

     A. In spite       B. Although       C. Nonetheless       D. Despite 
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How About the Australian System for Postgraduate Funding? 
(Adapted from an article by Don Nutbeam, The Guardian, 27 February 2012) 

 

The announcement of the Higher Education Commission's independent inquiry into postgraduate 

education is a promising sign that this important part of the university sector will finally get some 

attention. The future of postgraduate study was neglected in both the Browne review and the 

government's white paper. And the inquiry team has been asked to examine not only the importance of 

postgraduate education in maintaining Britain's knowledge economy, but also, significantly, the thorny 

issue of funding for students. 

 

The 2010 review led by Professor Sir Adrian Smith concluded that the skills of postgraduates, 

especially researchers, are "critical for tackling major business challenges and driving innovation and 

growth". His review also highlighted the potential for "upskilling" and retraining the UK workforce. 

 

Postgraduate fees have historically been artificially pegged at a level close to undergraduate fees for 

home/EU students. It is very likely that the rise in undergraduate fees will lead to a rise in 

postgraduate fees, so a sustainable and affordable mechanism for providing financial support to 

postgraduate students will be essential. The cost of postgraduate education was identified in 2009 as a 

real barrier to social mobility by the Panel On Fair Access to The Professions. It found existing 

schemes for financial support to enable access to be wholly inadequate, and hardly used by UK 

students. 

 

The introduction of a loans system similar to that available to undergraduates may offer a solution. 

Australia, where I have spent much of the last 20 years, has seen an expansion in postgraduate 

participation from both international and domestic students, with a growth of over 12% in postgrad 

enrolments between 2005 and 2010. Like the UK, Australia only directly supports a small number of 

postgraduate taught education students studying courses of national priority (teaching and nursing, for 

example). However, their postgraduates are also eligible for student loans under the Higher 

Education Loans Programme (Help). 

 

The loan for postgraduates is called Fee-Help. This is a lifetime maximum loan, but can be used at 

different times throughout an individual's career. It is available for most but not all postgraduate 

courses, with loan debts administered by the tax office and repaid directly through the tax system. 

 

Significantly, Australia has integrated the postgraduate loan support system with that for 

undergraduate study. Most domestic undergraduate students are entitled to a maximum length of study 

at capped fee levels, with the ability to draw on a different type of Help loan. But students who are not 

eligible for this, or who use up all of their entitlement, can then draw on the Fee-Help loan. 

 

Translating one country's system to another is not always straightforward, but the principle of 

providing an integrated system of flexible access to loans throughout an individual's career has a lot of 

merit. It opens up lifetime opportunities for career advancement to many who may have missed out 

earlier and enables people to respond positively to changes in their employment opportunities. It also 

offers the control of a lifetime loan "cap" that would be attractive to governments wishing to manage 

the costs of supporting higher education. 

In the UK, a single "capped" loan scheme could be introduced for domestic students covering both 

undergraduate and postgraduate learning and available whenever students take up their studies. Such a 

system would improve access to postgraduate education for all and help strengthen one of the 

key elements of our knowledge economy. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/estellemorris
http://www.guardian.co.uk/profile/estellemorris
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian
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PART TWO – READING COMPREHENSION (Total: 15 points) 

Read the two texts carefully and answer the questions that follow by putting a cross in 

the appropriate box in the answer grid. 

 

TEXT ONE 

Read the article “How About the Australian System for Postgraduate Funding?” and choose 

the answer which best fits the text: A, B, C or D.  Choose only one answer for each 

question. 
 

 

16. The word "it" in the fifth paragraph refers to 

A. an individual's career. 

B. a lifetime maximum loan. 

C. the tax office. 

D. the tax system. 

 

17. According to the text, postgraduate education 

A. has not received enough attention recently. 

B. is a promising sign, which is quite important. 

C. has been announced by a certain commission. 

D. was neglected in reviews and by the government. 

 

18. The phrase "the UK workforce" refers to 

A. people in the UK who work in force. 

B. all the people in the UK who are forced to work.  

C. all the people in the UK who are strong enough to work. 

D. all the people in the UK who are available for work. 

 

19. UK students  

A. find it hard to use existing schemes for financial support. 

B. find the existing schemes for financial support wholly inadequate. 

C. almost never make use of existing schemes for financial support. 

D. have, in fact, hardly wholly inadequate access to financial support. 

 

20. The Higher Education Loans Programme  

A. is, as a matter of fact, available to postgraduates in Australia, but not in the UK. 

B. is designed for both international and domestic students in Australia and in the UK. 

C. was introduced since the number of postgrads increased between 2005 and 2010.  

D. was, in fact, introduced so that undergraduates could be eligible for student loans. 

 

21. The Fee-Help loan 

A. enables students who are not eligible to draw on a different type of Help loan. 

B. has, in fact, been integrated in Australia for postgraduate and undergraduate students. 

C. is linked to postgraduate courses and can be repaid directly through the UK tax system. 

D. refers to a type of loan available to Australian postgraduates throughout their careers. 

 

22. The overall aim of the text is to 

A. advise on how to open up lifetime opportunities for career advancement.  

B. clarify to the public how to improve access to postgraduate education for all.  

C. inform the public about how postgraduate students are funded in Australia. 

D. explain how a loan scheme will be introduced for UK domestic students.  

 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/higher-education
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TEXT TWO 

Read the article “Will the Public Library Become a Victim of Its Own Plans?” and 

choose the answer which best fits the text: A, B, C or D.  Choose only one answer for 

each question. 

 

 

Will the Public Library Become a Victim of Its Own Plans? 

(The New York Times, 29 January 2013) 

 

None of New York’s great buildings (23)_______ the spirit of the city more than the New 

York Public Library, the cherished century-old Beaux-Arts landmark in the heart of Midtown 

Manhattan. But cities change – New York all the time – and even the greatest buildings may 

need to change with them. Norman Foster, the (24)_______ architect, was enlisted to revamp 

and modernize the 42nd Street building. 

The plan gave New Yorkers (25)_______ to fight about: Would it cripple scholarship by 

hindering access to research materials? Would it offend the dignity of a venerated space by 

opening it up to Starbucks? Would it bring the financial efficiencies promised? 

But only lately, since Mr. Foster (26)_______ sketches last month, has it been possible to see 

an actual rendering of the proposal. The plan entails closing two troubled branches: the 

(27)_______ Mid-Manhattan across the street, serves 1.5 million visitors a year, and the 

Science, Industry and Business library. 

The idea (28)_______ demolishing the deteriorating seven floors of the structurally integral 

book stacks in the vault space under the Rose Main Reading Room at 42nd Street, and in its 

place (29)_______ a brand-new circulating library. Closing these two branches and 

consolidating operations will save money, library officials insist. At the same time, rooms 

now unused in the 42nd Street building would be thrown open to writers and children. And 

so, the research library would be joined under one (30)_______ with a circulating one. 

 

23.  A. rinse  B. embody   C. douse  D. lament 

24.  A. celebrity  B. representation C. figure  D. symbol 

25.  A. plenty  B. lot   C. ample  D. profusion 

26.  A. styled  B. revealed  C. opened  D. has opened 

27.  A. pristine  B. elderly  C. last   D. dilapidated  

28.  A. draws in  B. integrates  C. occupies  D. involves 

29.  A. bedding in  B. settling   C. installing  D. investing  

30.  A. crown  B. covering  C. roof   D. cover  
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PART THREE – LINGUISTIC TEST  (Total: 10 points) 
 

1. Briefly explain the meaning of the expression in bold without using any of the words given in the 

sentence [1 point]: 

Example: Vaclav Neckar has recently made a successful comeback. = return on the scene 

 

The main drawback of being a teacher is the low salary. = 

 

2. Which noun can you add to all four words to form new single-word nouns or two-word nouns? Write 

all four new words [2 points]. 

Example: hand, kit, pipes, sleeping  BAG – handbag, kitbag, bagpipes, sleeping bag 

 

head, coast, dead, up 

basket, eye, snow, room 

 

3.  Find one word which fits all three gaps and complete the following sentences [1.5 point]: 

Example:   a) At the next traffic lights take a left TURN. 

b) When you said you didn’t want to come, why did you eventually TURN up? 

c) The radio is too loud, could you TURN it down please? 

  

a) The last UN _____________ on the Syrian civil war was in favour of the rebels. 

b) Poor lighting conditions can negatively affect the picture _____________. 

c) He has always been very insecure, therefore his _____________ to quit the job immediately rather shocked 

me. 

 

4. For the adjective below give a related noun; for the noun below give a related verb [1 point]: 

Example: tender  TENDERNESS 

argument  ARGUE 

 

HOPEFUL 

PRODUCTION 

 

5. One word in the sentence below rhymes with, or sounds similar to, one of the words in brackets. 

Underline both the matching words [1 point]: 

Example: Peter can show you a good pub with live music. (five/give) 

 

I was not able to use your computer as there was a power cut. (snooze/juice) 

 

6. Which thing is used to [0.5 point]: Example: cut a hedge?  SHEARS 

 

keep a prisoner’s hands together?   

 

7. Name one more piece of equipment (NOT a piece of clothing) that is used for the sport below [0.5 

point]: Example: GOLF – clubs + ball 

 

DARTS – darts + 

 

8. What is the meaning of the capitalised word? Circle the correct answer [0.5 point]: 

 

The flame FLICKERED in the breeze. 

A/ shone brightly  B/ died instantly  C/ moved uncertainly 

 

9. Rewrite the following to form a grammatically-correct sentence without changing the original meaning. 

Use the word in brackets [1 point]: Example: I very much enjoyed the film. (LOVE) – I loved the film. 

 

Do you fancy a pizza tonight? (LIKE) – 

 

10. Demonstrate two different meanings of the following homonym by using it in two separate sentences [1 

point]: 

FINE 


